



PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR ARMED FORCES  
WHY PRAY?

Historical Precedence
Hitler did not follow on after Dunkirk to cross the Channel and invade Britain whose army had lost all its weapons. He continued to hesitate all through June 1940, giving Britain a breathing space. Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh Dowding was asked: “What are your plans for defeating an overwhelming number of the German Air Force?” He replied, “I believe in God. And then there is radar.”  Field Marshal Goering told his air commander that the way ahead for launching an invasion was to destroy the Royal Air Force. On 30 August, 800 enemy aircraft flew in to put key airfields out of action. By 6 September, Fighter Command was in serious trouble.  Aircraft and pilots were being lost at a rate far in excess of replacements. Defeat in the air appeared inevitable, and this would open the way to invasion.

Hitler suddenly ordered the Luftwaffe to switch its attack to London, and this saved Fighter Command.  For the Germans it was a catastrophic blunder. Fighter Command built up its strength. Dowding later said, “By mid to late September, we were all right for aircraft. I think it was because we had faith.” The King had expressed the wish that Sunday 8 September should be fixed as a National Day of Prayer. There was a tremendous response. At a crowded service in Westminster Abbey, the final prayer began, “Remember, O God for good, these watchmen, who by day and by night climb into the air. Let thy hand lead them, we beseech thee, and thy right hand hold them.”

Germany had massed barges in ports from Ostend to Le Havre, sufficient to carry 50,000 men and much of their equipment. But by 10 September the RAF had still not been destroyed and abnormally bad weather for the time of year caused Hitler to postpone his invasion plans.  Douglas Bader later said, “The 15 September 1940 was the day that the battle was won. It was a Sunday.” By the time Sunday worshippers were leaving their churches, the routed German air armada was in full flight. In the afternoon, Air Vice-Marshal Keith Park commanding 11 Group was asked what fighter reserves were available. Park replied, “There are none.” Ten minutes later, the action ended. The Germans had cracked. The miracle had happened. On 17 September, a tele-type message clacked out from the German Supreme command postponing the invasion of Britain ‘until further notice’.
Biblical Precedence

There are many references in the Bible to kings, prophets and military leaders praying for God to deliver them in time of need.  See, for example, 2 Kings 6: 8 – 18.  Elisha declared, when the king of Aram had surrounded the city of Dothan with an army of horses and chariots, "Do not be afraid, those who are with us are more than those who are with them." 

Current Situation

Arguably the British Armed Forces have seen the most intense fighting in decades during the last 2 years in Afghanistan, but although it is Afghanistan that currently gets the most news coverage, servicemen and women are currently stationed across the world:


· The Royal Navy and Royal Marines have personnel, ships, aircraft and submarines across the globe, including Iraq and the Gulf, West African waters, the Mediterranean, the South and North Atlantic, the Caribbean and the Far East.


· The Army is actively engaged in operational duties across the globe, with troops deployed in over 80 countries, many as part of multi-national forces.  The work ranges from peacekeeping to providing humanitarian aid, from enforcing anti-terrorism measures to helping combat the international drugs trade.

· The RAF is currently operating in Afghanistan, Iraq, other areas of the Middle East, Ascension Island, the Balkans, Cyprus, Diego Garcia, Falklands, Gibraltar and Nevada.


· There are a number of MOD civilians deployed in a supporting role at any given time across the world.

Afghanistan. Our forces in Afghanistan are currently around 8,300 strong. The majority of this force is deployed in the south, with some personnel serving in support of the Headquarters in Kabul.

As at 8 February 2010, a total of 256 British Forces personnel or MOD civilians have been killed as a result of hostile action, while for the period 7 October 2001 to 15 January 2010, 1,086 UK military and civilian personnel were admitted to UK Field Hospitals and categorised as Wounded in Action.

WHAT SHOULD WE PRAY FOR?

· For deployed personnel.  About one-third of the servicemen and women in theatre at any one time are actively engaged in fighting, or otherwise directly in the line of fire.  Some routinely have to travel long distances by road (or more frequently by air). Even when not serving directly on the front line, deployed personnel face the threat of death and injury from hostile action or road traffic accidents, etc.  Working days are long (frequently 14 hours or more), and the climate can be very hot and dusty in summer and very cold in winter. Servicemen and women regularly work 6½ days per week. Soldiers on the ground carry large amounts of weight around when they deploy, and fatigue is a real problem in the heat. Minor illnesses such as diarrhoea and vomiting are potentially life-threatening in such climates. Please pray:

· For safety for our servicemen and women, that God will place His angels around them to protect them.
· That all will act in accordance with the Geneva Convention and have wisdom in acting aright.
· For the health and well-being for all whilst they are away. 
· For those feeling lonely and afraid in a foreign country far from family, friends and familiar surroundings.

· Pastoral.  There are a total of roughly 300 uniformed Service Chaplains attached to ships and units of all 3 Armed Services around the world.  They also deploy with their ships or units to operational theatres such as Afghanistan.  They offer spiritual help and guidance to all and live in the same conditions and share the same dangers as the sailors, soldiers and airmen.  They spend time with people wherever they may be - on patrol, in guard posts, in the welfare areas, in canteens and so on.  They spend time with the sick and injured and those who have been involved in trauma.  They have the privilege to pray with people and to leads acts of worship in a variety of situations.  Please pray for:

· Spiritual wisdom, guidance, the right words, and for encouragement. 

· Chaplains taking repatriation services and ministering to the injured, bereaved and those suffering from combat stress, including those chaplains at RAF Lyneham who support those witnessing the repatriation of their loved ones.
· Unity within ecumenical chaplaincy teams and wisdom in dealing with multi-faith, multi-national situations.

· The Holy Spirit continuing to refresh and replenish them in what can be a demanding and lonely role.
· Medical. The number of personnel wounded and injured on operations usually exceeds those killed by about 4:1.  Many have life-changing injuries; some are double or even triple amputees. Those seriously injured on operations are, in the first instance, extracted from the front line by a retrieval team - a Chinook helicopter and its crew plus a medical team - frequently under fire and rocket attack.  They are treated by military doctors, nurses and medical assistants in theatre, and those with the most serious injuries are air-lifted back to UK (normally to University Hospital Birmingham).  Those requiring longer-term rehabilitation are transferred to Headley Court, a specialist MOD facility. Please pray for: 

· Skill, wisdom, stamina and insight for medical staff as they treat the injured. 
· The physical and psychological protection of the medical staff and retrieval teams.

· Opportunities for rest as they have need, giving them the strength and energy to continue this vital work. 
· The physical, mental and spiritual healing of Service personnel and their families following injury or trauma.
Thank God for the quality of care given to the patients and for many lives saved as a result.
· Families left at home. Deployed personnel can be away from 6 months to over a year.  This puts enormous pressure on marriages.  For the serving person, deployment can be exciting and is the culmination of his military training.  He switches his attention away from his family and onto his fellow soldiers who become his first priority – his life line.  Unlike the soldier’s close military relationships, the wife can find herself isolated, struggling to cope with all the demands without her best friend and companion.  She is likely to experience anxiety for the safety of her loved one and fear for the future should he be killed or return seriously injured.  Added to this, the soldier may return with post-traumatic stress.  Please pray:

· That God would protect marriages within the Armed Forces and keep relationships alive whilst apart.  
· For those left at home that they will be able to carry on their lives with as little hardship as possible. 

· For good communications, so that serving folk will be able to have frequent contact with home.
· That God would enable smooth reunions and the ability for both partners to recognise each other’s difficulties so that conflict can be resolved quickly.    
· For the families and friends of those who tragically lose their lives when deployed on operations.

· Our Government and Military leaders. Please pray:

· That our country’s leaders have the courage and wisdom to make the right decisions.  

· That our Government will make funding available for our deployed servicemen and women to be resourced with the best equipment.
· For military leaders of all ranks who are given responsibility for leading men and women on operations and who have to make life-or-death and welfare decisions on a regular basis.
· Christian Support. Please pray for:

· Christians serving in the Armed Forces that they will have opportunities and courage to spread the gospel, that they read and study God’s word, and that they will be able to find fellowship.
· Those who are feeling discouraged in their faith; that they will know God’s love supporting them.
· Those without faith; that the questions raised in the face of danger will be answered in Christ.

· Local Christian communities in Afghanistan, that they may be strong to resist the increasing persecution and that those of us in the West may not forget them.

· Our enemies. Pray that God will confound their plans for evil and turn their hearts to peace and justice for men and women.  Pray that our enemies learn to work with us in our attempts to solve seemingly insoluble problems.  
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