Prayer Focus – April 2010.

“You also are in the body.”

“Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them; and those who are ill treated, since you also are in the body.”  Hebrews 13:3 (RSV).

I am writing this Prayer Focus, conscious of all that is unfolding right now within the Catholic Church here in Ireland, regarding the child abuse scandal.  I am also aware, as we meet in prayer as a Community – Catholic, Protestant and New Church together – of the pain the Catholic members are feeling at this time.  It has reminded me of a holiday in Rome a number of years ago, when we stayed with Sr. Anna Mary (Franciscan Sister and former Community Member, and now with us again as a Helper).  During our few days there, while visiting a Catholic Church I tripped on the steps and got a very painful sprained ankle.  That night in bed, finding it difficult to sleep, God spoke to me these words: “Many have stumbled on those steps, and you too are part of the body.”  I lay there weeping - for the spiritual implications of those words were, in my pain, all too obvious.  This is a time in Ireland, when the whole of the Church needs to examine itself.  Within the body of Christ there is no “they”, only “we” and “me.”  We need to collectively examine ourselves and I need to examine myself, at this time!!  There is no circle to stand outside of, and point the finger at!  There is only one ‘body of Christ’ in Ireland!  Paul writes in Romans chapter 12: “If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every part rejoices with it.” (v. 26)

I am conscious, as I research for my book on the role the Puritans and Scotch-Irish played, in the displacement and deaths of many thousands of Native Americans, that the spiritual roots behind those actions go right back to the marriage of the Church to the Roman Empire under Constantine, early in the fourth century (mentioned in last month’s Prayer Focus).  The development of a church that embraced the building of empire with the sword in one hand and the scriptures in another; hierarchical control; the use of arrogance, ignorance and fear gave rise to horrendous blots on the international Christian landscape - the Crusades, the Inquisition.  Following the Reformation, the Protestant Church may have rediscovered justification by faith, but it most certainly did not go far enough, as it too embraced the imperialistic sins of the Catholic Church as evidenced in the empire wars in Europe in the mid-eighteenth century, during which nations aligned themselves to the leadership of their respective churches.  

Added to the list mentioned above, I am frequently confided in by clergy regarding family power groups operating within Churches, that control what does or does not happen both within the church itself and how it should relate to the community, often with the result of deeply frustrating these clergy, in their calling.  Many of the Protestant Churches have the added complication within them of issues such as Orange-ism and Free Masonry.  We talk of ecumenism and yet hold intact things like the Covenant of 1912, which used raw hatred and fear of Catholicism, as a political tool to apply pressure on the Liberal Government of that day to squash the Home Rule Bill.  Collectively, these things have rendered the church irrelevant and powerless in its witness and influence within society as a whole, today.  In the midst of this, there are, thank God, many wonderful expressions of His love, grace and mercy, operational in our communities.

One senses that this is not a time for cosmetics.  The body of Christ in this land needs healing – a deep healing.  Indeed, we must allow wounds, even ancient wounds, to be opened up – to be fully cleansed.  The prophet Jeremiah spoke similar words to the people of Judah: “[You] dress the wound of my people as though it were not serious. “Peace, peace,” they say, when there is not peace.” (NIV).  The RSV puts it like this: “They have healed the wound of my people lightly …”  This is not a time for us to carry personal wounds any longer, there is a grace in Christ for healing, forgiving, releasing and blessing.  It is a time to pray like David “Search me, O God … test me … lead me in the way everlasting.” (Psalm 139: 23).  It is a time of taking Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the Mount, to ourselves, “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the to the plank in your own eye?  How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck form your brother’s eye.” (Matt. 7: 3 - 5)  Only then can we, with integrity, pray for and be a part of the healing of the brother, the sister, the Protestant, the Catholic – the body of Christ in Ireland.

Harry Smith. 

Centre issues:

Time is fast moving on.  Alongside fairly regular meetings with YWAM Ireland leadership regarding the transition, there has been a steady stream of YWAM-ers visiting the Centre to have a “wee look around”; Roy Millar, on behalf of the Trustees, is working with Jonny Clarke on the legal issues regarding the Trust and we have started the process of clearing cupboards, drawers, etc, of things neither we nor YWAM will be needing come mid-June.  Meanwhile, we continue with our rhythm of worship and prayer together, though it is rather strange to have a Wednesday morning Community meeting and not make any plans for future ministry here.

Our last “Jesus – our Hope for Ireland” day!
Saturday 3rd April 2010, from 10.30am – 4.00pm.

Jonny Clarke, Leader of Youth with a Mission Ireland, along with other team members, will be leading the day for us.  This will be an opportunity to hear from them something of their vision for the future of the Centre and of their work in Ireland.  Bring a sandwich and join us for the day.  

Direct Debits.

Please take note – if you have been financially supporting the ministry of the Centre through a Direct Debit you will need to cancel this with your Bank, if you have a payment due after the 20th June 2010.

Points for Prayer:

Alongside the issues mentioned above we would value your prayers for our immediate futures:

Eileen & Molly are wanting to stay in the Rostrevor/Warrenpoint area and continue ministry here with others in the local churches.  They are currently looking for a suitable place to rent.  

Norman and Valerie have as yet no clear indication from God regarding their future.

Harry and Dorothy are looking for a house to rent in the greater Belfast area.  After nearly thirty years in ministry without a break, they will be taking some time out for a sabbatical.  Harry will then be working on writing another book and is open along with Dorothy to the leading of God regarding further ministry in Ireland or wherever!

Jill, has just finished her last week of radiotherapy. Continue to pray for her, Dora and Aubrey, that they may also know God’s leading for their futures.

