Prayer Focus — January 2010

Standing at the threshold!
During one of our recent Community Prayer times, we were reflecting on two scripture passages: John 1: 1-18 and Hebrews 1.  The first one, a very seasonal passage, and the other, as you read it, with some very clear connections.  I was especially struck with John 1: 4 and 5 where it says of Jesus – “In him was life, and that life is the light of men.  The light lives in the darkness …” Verse 14 goes on to say, he “became flesh, and made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory …” What an incredible collection of words – He became flesh, life, light, glory!  Glory, that weighty presence of God (Heb. ‘kabod’) came to earth, walked among us and became what the writer to Hebrews says in ch. 1:3, “… the radiance of God’s glory and exact representation of his being …”

According to Vine’s expository Dictionary, the word radiance (KJV - ‘brightness’) is the Greek word for the shining forth of a bright light.  It speaks of the sense, that this light is one that shines from within, rather than a light that comes from an outside source and is reflected off it.

Regarding the word ‘representation’ (KJV - ‘image’), Vine’s speaks primarily of a tool for engraving or making a seal.  The seal makes an impression that bears the image produced by it – all the features of the image correspond with those of the instrument producing it.  In this verse, it is used metaphorically of the Son of God as he appears on earth as “the very image (impress) of God’s substance”.  The writer wants to get across to us, the fact of the complete similarity of Jesus on earth with His eternal ‘God-ness’.  The word ‘exact” serves to strengthen that thought.

My thoughts were instantly drawn to one of my favourite verses in 2 Corinthians 3:18, “And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness, with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”  The word ‘reflected’ here (KJV – ‘beholding’), is very different to the word ‘radiance’ mentioned above: it signifies something that is made to reflect, as in a mirror.  No matter how close we can get to being like God, we can never match Jesus in his representation of God in His life, to those around Him.  As we behold Him, so we reflect Him – our glory is a reflected glory and one that should increase by degrees  - from “glory to glory” as the KJV puts it.  The problem is that ‘the veil’ mentioned here, can get in the way – we do not perfectly behold and therefore we do not perfectly reflect.

As we stand on the threshold of another year, what I have written above stands as a huge challenge to me personally, and to the Church as a whole in this land.  The witness, integrity, relevance of the Church to modern Irish society is up for question.  The ongoing disclosure of child sex abuse in the Roman Catholic Church has received wide media coverage this week with Pope Benedict XVI meeting Ireland’s Catholic Primate Cardinal Sean Brady and Archbishop Diarmuid Martin of Dublin.  The Irish Times (12th December 2009) quotes a statement from the Pope, “ The Holy See takes very seriously the central issues raised by the (Murphy) report …” After the meeting Archbishop Martin, speaking of a Pastoral Letter to be issued by the Pope, said he could be calling for “a very significant reorganisation of the church in Ireland.”

I do not know what he exactly means when speaking of a “significant reorganisation”.  But in the light of the scriptures I have mentioned, I believe it has got to be more than a structural reorganisation, or the implementation of stricter child protection policies.  There is a malaise within the Church as a whole – it is wider than the current issues exposed in the Catholic Church.  There are massive issues of: disunity; cessationism regarding the gifts of the Holy Spirit; Replacement Theology regarding the Church and Israel; Freemasonry; Orangeism; wrong Covenants; declining numbers of Clergy being ordained; a declining Church attendance and an increasing irrelevance of many Churches to the younger generation.   Need I continue?

We need to see the Glory of God again within His Temple – the Church.  The ‘veils’ have to be removed, the mirror needs to be cleaned so that we can better reflect Him to the world.  During the reign of Hezekiah, we read in 2 Chronicles 29:5, 6 & 11, of his purification of the temple in Jerusalem, “Listen to me, Levites!  Consecrate yourselves now and consecrate the temple of the Lord, the God of our fathers.  Remove all defilement from the sanctuary.  Our fathers were unfaithful, they did evil in the eyes of the Lord our God and forsook Him … My sons, do not be negligent now, for the Lord has chosen you to stand before him and serve him, to minister before him and burn incense.”  Reading further through that chapter we read that their actions filtered down through to the civic leadership and to the population as a whole!  

Are we up for it?  We have been praying for God to shake the nation and the Church.  What we are seeing in these exposures within the Church, the recession, the growing secularisation of Irish society, the recent widespread and unprecedented floods – can we see them as a wake up call?  They most certainly expose our human frailty.  Will 2010 be the year of a renewed work of the Holy Sprit in our midst, of an intensification of the reflected glory of God from us - His Church?  That would bring Him much pleasure!!

A ministry update …

As we enter 2010, I sense that we as a ministry, also stand on a threshold – the Community Members and Trustees – need your continued prayerful support.  Over the past few months, the Trustees have interviewed six different ministries in Ireland, who have shown an interest in furthering the development of their ministry through the use of the Centre’s facilities.  This has been very exciting for us as we engaged with them and heard their hearts and the vision that God has given them.  We set before them certain criteria which we looking for them to embrace.  

We have sensed that whatever ministry God wants to bring here should reflect the DNA of the Centre – have core values of prayer, reconciliation and the ongoing renewing work of the Holy Spirit – albeit, expressed in a different way.  It should have at its centre a residential Community of people who have a vision for the whole of Ireland and are open to the whole ‘body of Christ’ here.

Bar other ministries showing an interest, or God bringing a rather sudden influx of people to enable the ministry of the Christian Renewal Centre to continue, we as Trustees involved in the process (Myrtle Kerr, Roy Millar, Eugene Boyle, David Baillie, Larry Kelly and myself), will be meeting to discern the will of God, concerning the groups we have interviewed

The Community …

It is the intention of Dorothy and myself, to leave the Centre sometime over the Summer of 2010 – allowing for a period of transition.  Our decision to leave has had ramifications for both Norman and Valerie, and Eileen and Molly, and along with them, we would value your prayers for the next steps in each of our journeys – accommodation, future ministry, etc.  We will keep you updated in all of these issues over the coming months.

Please note: 

Our next Jesus our Hope for Ireland Day is on Saturday the 9th of January 2010.

It will take the form of a Day of Prayer for Ireland led by the Community

Worship: David Henderson - Kilkeel


